Woughton Park - Village Green
Biodiversity Enhancement Proposals

Biodiversity Enhancement Proposals
These proposals represent a broad strategy of ideas to enhance the bio-diversity of the
park:
They aim to:
• Strengthen the park as a link between the valuable wildlife corridors along the Grand
Union Canal and River Ouzel.
• Provide more diverse flora and visual interest throughout the year.
• Provide more wildlife refuges and nesting sites.
• To reduce areas of regularly mown grass as these are poor for wildlife and require the
use of fossil fuels to manage.
• To use locally occurring native plants as they are likely to support more insects and
other wildlife.
• Use plants, which have been grown in the UK as this helps to reduce the likelihood of
introducing new diseases.

Trees
Trees both within and around the park are important features and add considerably to
its character. The majority of the trees appear to have been planted in the 1970/80s
when the park was established. The most impressive tree in the vicinity lies just outside
the park within a garden boundary to the north. It is a particularly fine veteran oak.
Unfortunately t is showing signs of stress with some dieback and epicormic growth.
There are younger trees planted under its crown, which are now large enough to be
competing with it for light and water and a tree survey may recommend their removal to
reduce the stress on the oak tree.

A complete tree survey of trees within the park would enable the full variety of species
present to be better understood and enable their management in the future to be
planned for. There are several large Ash trees which are likely to die within the next few
years. In biodiversity terms it would be adventageous to retain dead standing wood
where possible and to retain any fallen timber on site as it is very beneficial for insects
and fungi.
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1. Historic Hedgerow
The historic hedgerow running along Newport Road has probably been there for
several hundred years. It is now in rather poor condition. The two mature Ash
trees are likely to be removed by MKC as Chalara ash dieback is now aﬀecting
Ash trees in Milton Keynes and trees over roads are considered a risk. The Tree
Council have prepared an Ash Dieback Action Plan Toolkit which provides more
detail about the impact the disease is likely to have in the UK as the most
significant tree disease to hit the UK since Dutch Elm Disease.
https://www.treecouncil.org.uk
The shrub part of the hedgerow is thin and gappy and consists mainly of elm
tree regeneration particularly at the southern end. There is a small area of grass
to the west of the hedgerow immediately adjacent to the path. As this area is
immediately adjacent to the path it is very visible so enhancing it would
enhance the park entrance and make it more welcoming.
Recommendation:
• Wait until work to remove ash trees has been completed by MKC.
• Establish whether MKC will be replanting with other suitable hedgerow trees
or whether the parish will need to carry out this work.
• Agree with MKC suitable replacement locally occurring, native hedgerow tree
species. Species to consider include crab apple, field maple or possibly an
oak tree.
• Agree management and maintenance regime to establish new trees.
• Once trees are established consider enhancing hedge with new shrub plants.
This could include hawthorn, hazel, honeysuckle and wild roses.
• Once the trees and hedgerow shrubs have been restored there is a great
opportunity to establish hedgerow edge wildflowers on the grass area to the
west of the hedgerow. Suitable species include bluebell, primrose, cowslip,
foxgloves, sweet woodruﬀ, wild garlic.

2. Stream and Banks
The watercourse on the southern edge of the park is a natural stream draining
down to the River Ouzel. It can be seen on an early OS map prior to the
development of Milton Keynes running along the field edge. Before the fields
were enclosed it would have had a much more meandering course. The
watercourse is now not visible and culvetted under the canal, Newport Road
and where paths cross it. Part of the flow within the park seems to remain
below ground in a French drain, presumably put in by MKDC. The stream
however remains an important watercourse and adds considerably to the
biodiversity of the park. There is potential to enhance this as an attractive
feature of the park. The fact that the stream provides a direct link for wildlife
connecting diﬀerent areas of green space makes it also valuable as a wildlife
corridor. The stream and its banks are currently diﬃcult to see as they are
overgrown with perennial weeds, and self-seeded trees.
Recommendation:
• Agree with MKC a stream clearance to ensure that the stream can function
better as a sustainable drainage channel. This should include clearance of
weeds and self seeded trees.
• Agree with MKC an ongoing management regime that will allow the stream to
be enhanced as a wildlife corridor.
• Once the corridor is clear establish new native bankside plants.
• In the first instance prioritise for planting areas close to path crossings.
• Suitable species to consider Marsh marigold, Meadow buttercup, Water mint,
Ragged robin, Self heal, Yellow flag iris, Devil’s bit scabious, Ribwort plantain,
Purple loosestrife.
• Discuss with MKC the opportunity to create a wetland flood area in the lower
park of the park to take flood water that currently floods onto Newport Road.
This area could be scooped out and remain as a damp area throughout the
year.

3. Woodland Walk
This is an area of sloping ground between the bridge access ramp and the
canal with housing to the north. The trees are now well established and the area
is attractive to walk through, but this is currently diﬃcult due to the lack of a
clear route. There is also a considerable amount of self-sown tree seedlings,
perennial weeds and cut wood obstructing the area. A small are of bluebells
and primroses in spring give an inspirational glimpse of what the whole area
could be like if planted and managed diﬀerently.

Recommendation:
• Agree with MKC a one oﬀ major clearance of the area, including the removal
of self-sown trees. So that the area can be established as a woodland with
spring wild flowers as the ground layer.
• Request that larger pieces of wood are cut and stacked to create hedgehog
refuges.
• Request that smaller material is chipped to use to create path.
• Once clearance work is complete agree with MKC the best route for a path/s
through the area and establish as a bark path.
• Agree with MKC annual management programme, which will enable ground
flora to be established.
• Plant native woodland bulb and seeds, including bluebells, primroses,
foxgloves and wild garlic and snowdrops close to the path.
• Plant honeysuckle to grow into trees particularly those overhanging paths.

Wild garlic

4. Woodland Edge – Trees and
Shrubs
The trees around the edge of the park are well established with some
interesting species. Below the tree canopy there are some shrubs but also
areas dominated by brambles, ivy and tree seedlings.

Recommendation:
• Agree with MKC clearance of tree seedlings and brambles. This could
potentially be a community led activity.
• In the areas of dry shade close to tree trunks retain ivy as it will not be easy to
establish any other plants and mature ivy which flowers provides a valuable
nectar source in winter months when there are few other plants flowering.
• Where there are gaps away from tree trunks plant with woodland edge
hedgerow shrub species. Once established these will help to deter unwanted
tree seedlings establishing. Species to consider include, hawthorn, elder,
spindle, wild roses, hazel.
• Agree ongoing management with MKC, which enables new plants to be
established and allows for annual control and removal of brambles and tree
seedlings either by contractor or as community activity.

Eunymus elatus - Spindle native shrub with excellent autumn colour
and fruit.

5. Canal Copse
This is an area of mature canal side trees and shrubs, which appear to have
been established along the canal prior to the establishment of the park. There
is already considerable bio-diversity value provided by the varieties of native
plants including crab apple, elder, hawthorn and swathes of brambles which
provide a wildlife feast in autumn.
Recommendation:
• That the planting in this area is left as it is.
• The area is reassessed in 5 years time when some of the more urgent work
has been completed.
• There are opportunities to increase the biodiversity value of the area by
providing more nesting and roosting opportunities in the form of a bug hotel,
hedgehog refuges and bat boxes.

Bramble flowers provide a valuable nectar source.

6. Enhancing Woodland Flora Under
Tree Canopy
The areas of grass close to the trunks of trees generally have poor grass cover
as there is limited light and the conditions are very dry. There is an opportunity
to enhance these areas with spring woodland bulbs and other plants found
growing under a native woodland canopy. What can be established in these
areas will depend on how late any mowing can be left after the plants flower. If
the mowing is early the best species will be Cow parsley and Daﬀodils. If the
mowing can be left to later or stopped altogether it will be possible to establish
Bluebells. If it can be omitted altogether a wider diversity of herbaceous plants
could be considered.
Recommendation:
• Discuss with MKC the opportunities for reducing mowing in these areas so
they can be established with spring bulbs and wildflowers.
• Plant native Bluebells in the green that are both sourced and grown in the UK.
• Plant groups of daﬀodils for additional spring interest. Ideally this would be
the native wild Daﬀodil (Narcissus pseudonarcissus) this is smaller than most
garden varieties but is still a striking sight in early spring.
• Look for opportunities to plant native snowdrops, which as they become
established can have clumps divided and spread more widely across the park
for early spring enjoyment and wildlife benefit.
• Sow a woodland wildflower seed mix across the area designed to flower
whilst the bluebells and daﬀodils are allowed to die back. This could include
cow parsley and red campion and betony.
• Once these areas become more established more diversity and perennial
plants could be added with careful changes to the management regime.
Example of more diverse planting on woodland floor.

7. Grassland
The amenity grassland covering most of the park has the potential to be
enhanced visually and for greater bio-diversity. The small beds at the junction
of the paths were once attractive features within the park but are now
overgrown with perennial weeds and tree seedlings. The regular cutting of grass
to form fine lawns is not beneficial to wildlife and requires the burning of fossil
fuels. There is an opportunity therefore to look at reduce the amount of mowing
to benefit wildlife and reduce the use of fossil fuels.
Recommendation:
• At our site visit with MKC they agreed that the ornamental planting beds
should be removed and sown with grass. This should be done at the earliest
opportunity.
• Agree a revised mowing regime with MKC.
• This should allow for regular cuts to the margins of paths so that these
continue to look neat (mowers width), but reduce the mowing of the rest of
the grass so that it is allowed to grow longer in summer months before being
cut and the cuttings removed in late summer.
• The hope would be that gradually these areas left as longer grass would start
to also gain greater diversity of species. The use of Yellow rattle seeding
should also be considered as it removes nitrogen from the soil, and therefore
helps more wildflowers to establish.
• Aim to increase red and white clover within this large grassland area as this
would be particularly beneficial to pollinators.

Grass would be mown short adjacent to paths but allowed to grow longer
away from the paths.

8. Wildflower Meadow
This area is currently just part of the wider grassland. It is an attractive gentle
south facing slope and has considerable opportunity to be established as a
wildflower meadow. These not only look spectacular in summer months they
also provide valuable habitat for pollinators and other insects and wildlife
enjoying the refuge of long grass. An annual meadow is generally more
dramatic than a perennial meadow but requires reseeding each year, whereas a
perennial meadow does not need reseeding each year and can be continually
improved by mowing at the right times and introducing new seeds or seedlings
over time. The plants growing and flowering each year will vary.
Recommendation:
• Seek MKC agreement that this area can be established as a perennial
wildflower meadow.
• MKC guidance should be sought on how this could be established within their
contracts.
• The seed source should be native and ideally from the local area. The Parks
Trust may be able to help with this as they have successfully improved
amenity grassland in Campbell Park to wildflower meadow by seeding with
yellow rattle, which reduces nitrogen and strewing hay from other local
meadows with wildflower seeds in it.
• The mowing regime would need to be agreed in advance and adhered to
ideally it might include a mown grass path through the meadow so that the
wildflowers can be enjoyed more closely.

Perennial meadow

9. Planting for pollinators
This bank is close to where people walk and planted with a mix of shrubs and small trees but is
currently overgrown with brambles, perennial weeds and self-seeded trees. The area is northfacing and dry so replanting will need careful consideration. Replanting could both enhance the
bio-diversity of the area and make it significantly more attractive. The successful establishment
of new plants in this area however will need a significantly enhanced level of management,
particularly to control perennial weeds and self-seeded trees.
Recommendation:
• Agree with MKC the clearance of most of the bank including the removal of the willow stumps
so that the area can be replanted.
• Retain small hawthorn tree at the centre of the area.
• Retain cotoneaster on western and northern edges, but remove weeds, brambles and self
sown trees growing through them.
• Agree with MKC what the bank should be replanted with and an enhanced level management
possibly including volunteer input.
• Replanted with shrub and perennial species aiming to provide nectar for pollinators and
insects, which are important food sources for bats.
• Suggest species: Lavender, Rosemary, Pulmonaria, Hellebores, Crocuses, Geranium, Abelia,
Mahonia, Perennial Wallflower, Budleia, Pyracantha, Hypericum, Berberis darwinnii, Elaeagnus.

An indication of how the planting might look rather than the specific
species.

New Bio-Diversity Features
To help enhance the diversity of fauna that can live in the park.
All locations of features shown on plan are indicative only.
A

Hedgehog Refuges

Creating a pile of logs with gaps between can provide a valuable hibernation site safe
from predators and may also be used for nesting for a mother and her hoglets in
warmer months.

C

Bee Box for solitary bees

Cavity nesting bees require dry hollow tubes to lay their young. This can be provided
by creating a bee box which needs to be fitted 1m above the ground in a south-facing
sunning location protected from strong winds.

B

Bug Hotels

A bug hotel with lots of diﬀerent spaces and materials provides a great refuge for a
wide variety of insects and enables them to overwinter undisturbed. A wide variety of
materials can be used. A bug hotel could be designed and constructed as a
community project.

D

Owl Nesting Boxes

Tawny owls are known to be breading in the area. Providing nesting boxes would
provide additional nesting sites in this area, where there are limited numbers of veteran
trees with suitable natural nesting opportunities.

Bat boxes are artificial roosts they are usually made from wood or woodcrete. Boxes
are most likely to be used if they have an entry path clear of obstacles. The box should
be placed as high up as possible, at least 4 - 5 metres oﬀ the ground.
If possible, 2 to 4 boxes should be put together in a cluster, facing diﬀerent directions.
This allows the bats to adjust their roosting temperature at diﬀerent times of the year.

Simple design for bat box which children can help to make.

Recommendation:
Seek agreement from MKC for the establishment of these new features to enhance the
biodiversity of the park.
E

Bat Boxes

Several species of bat are present in the area with Daubenton’s bats regularly seen
flying low along the canal. The park could help the local bat population by providing
more safe roosting sites.

General Comments
The Woodland Trust provide free trees for schools and communities in several diﬀerent packs
sizes. There would be great potential to use these to provide the plants required in several
areas. They also come with information about how to plant and establish new hedgerows and
woodlands.
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/free-trees/
The application process is quite straight forward.

